
AP Literature Summer Reading Assignment 
Novel: How to Read Literature Like a Professor (“HTRLLP”) 

The book you will read in preparation for AP Literature is not your typical novel, but rather a guide for in-
depth reading. This class is all about literary analysis. In this class, you will explore the social and 
historical values that works reflect and how the textual detail and historical context provide the 
foundation for interpretation. You will experience, interpret, and evaluate literature.  

The chart below lists novels from your 9th-11th grade Literature classes that have been represented on 
the AP Literature Exam in the past. Basically, you have been preparing for this class since you were a 
freshman.  

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 
A Separate Peace Animal Farm Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Fahrenheit 451 Antigone Catcher in the Rye 
Great Expectations Brave New World The Crucible 
Julius Caesar Hamlet Into the Wild 
Lord of the Flies Ethan Frome Last of the Mohicans 
Oedipus Rex Jane Eyre Scarlet Letter 
Romeo & Juliet Pride and Prejudice Death of a Salesman 
Odyssey Of Mice and Men Grapes of Wrath 
 Things Fall Apart I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
 The Chosen In Cold Blood 

 Iliad Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
 Dante’s Inferno Their Eyes Were Watching God 

 Midsummer Night’s Dream  

 

Assignment: The first part of your assignment is to read and annotate How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor. This novel provides invaluable insight on how to read and think critically about a novel. We 
will reference this novel in EVERY future text we read in our class, so it’s best you get to know this text 
extremely well! 

 
After you complete your reading, you need to complete to two following items.  

A Video Review: You are NOT to summarize “HTRLLP”. Instead you must select a novel from the list 
above and apply what you’ve learned from our text to that novel. Your video needs to last at least 10 
minutes and include information from at least TEN of the chapters from “HTRLLP”. You may have to 
revisit the text you choose, but it will be YOUR responsibility to obtain a copy of that novel. A lot of them 
have PDF versions online or can be found at your local library. The best thing to do is select a book you 
already know REALLY well so that you are not essentially reading two books this summer (unless you 
want the challenge, which I encourage).  

*You will notice that The Great Gatsby is not listed above, that is for a reason. We will be revisiting that 
novel as a CLASS; therefore, you cannot work with it over the summer.* 



An Infographic: Create an infographic/reference sheet for the novel on which you have chosen to do the 
review. I would use a Piktochart, but I will leave that decision up to you. You are NOT to complete these 
on notebook paper or by hand. They need to look crisp and professional. Must include:  

• Author—Five facts about your author and how his/her life affected the novel. You may also want 
to list any authorial influences this author may have had. These need to be specific and insightful. 

• Quotes—Five of the most memorable quotes from your novel including a 2-3 sentence explanation 
(for each) of their importance to the novel. 

• Literary Highlights—Five major literary elements presented in this novel and discuss how they 
author develops them throughout the work (theme, tone, symbolism, etc.). 

• Historical Connection—Five bullet points of historical information which influenced the novel/the 
author. What was happening in the world when this novel was written and how do you know it 
impacted the work? 

• Poetry—Select a poem that relates to your novel. It can reflect the same theme, time period, 
author, etc. in this section you need to write five sentences explaining how the two pieces connect. 
Then write another five sentences applying at least two of the chapters from How to Read 
Literature Like a Professor to the poem. 

Submitting your assignment—Once the school year starts and Canvas is up and running, I will open a 
drop-box for these assignments. While this assignment is not due until August 16th (the same day as your 
test for HTRLLP), we start working with the book immediately, so it is in your best interest to have this 
assignment completed.  

Best of luck and if you have any questions, please feel free to let me know! 

-Mrs. Bass 


